
BoardofCountyCommissioners
1820JeffersonStreet

POBox1220
PortTownsend, WA98368

KateDean, District1 HeidiEisenhour, District2 GregBrotherton, District 3

June27, 2023

HilaryFranz, Commissioner ofPublicLands
Department ofNaturalResources
MS47001
Olympia, WA98504-7001

DearCommissioner Franz,  

ThankyouforyourletterdatedJune7, 2023. TheJefferson CountyBoardofCommissioners are
veryinterested inthecollaboration youpropose, andwelookforwardtoworkingwithyouand
yourteamonthenextsteps. Wearealsowritingtoexpressourinterest inbeingactivelyinvolved
inallaspectsoftheimplementation ofthenewNaturalClimateSolutions (NCS) investments andin
thenextroundoftherevitalized TrustLandTransferprogram. AsyousayinyourJune7letter- itis
greattohavethesenewtools! Weareespeciallyexcitedaboutisthepotential foranevenmore
robustforestproductseconomy inJeffersonCountythanwehavehadforsometimeviaallofthe
allowances forreplacement landsviatheNCSproviso.  

WiththeNCSfundingforreplacement land, wearekeenly interested ingrowingthebaseof
working forest landsinJeffersonCounty. Itisimportant tooureconomyandtoourcommunities.  
Weseegreatpotential forDNRtoacquiresignificant acreagefromprivateforestland ownerswith
areasthatwouldconnectwellwithexistingDNRmanaged landsandbeinthesamejuniortaxing
districtsasmanyofourconservation priorities. Weseeopportunities touseinvestment in
replacement landsalsoasawaytopreventconversion offorestlandswhichweknowisastated
priority intheNCSproviso. We, andourlocalstakeholders, lookforwardtoworkingwithyouon
theimplementation ofthe $70milliondollarsforreplacement lands. Wearealsoactively
collaborating onthenextstepsonthepreviousprovisofindingreplacement landforencumbered
lands. Wehaveworkedwithalocal teamofexpertstoidentifyabout2500acresoftimberland
ownedbyRayonier thatnotonlyareproductive resource landsbutarealsoadjacent toother
working forests, recreation andconservation lands.  

Towardsaddressing the2000acresofstructurally complex, carbondenseforeststhe $70Minthe
provisoallowsforprotecting, wehavedoneasignificant amountofanalysisandplanning already
sowehaveapreliminary listoftoppriorities. OnceDNRcommunicates theguidanceonthe
selectionprocesswecanrefinethefinallist. Herearesomeoftheparcelsweseeasstrong
candidates totalingnearly500acres:   
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DNRParcelSys# Name Trust
6298 CampHarmony Common SchoolandIndemnity (goingtoSFTwithIntertrustX)  
6312 DabobWest StateForestTransfer
6498 Disco StateForestTransfer
6328 SilentLake Common SchoolandIndemnity (goingtoSFTwithIntertrustX)  
6342 TarbooEast StateForestTransfer
114283 TarbooEast StateForestTransfer

Dabob BayNatural AreaBoundary Expansion- Thank youforalltheworkandcollaboration todate
onconservation around Dabob Bay. Thisarea remains ahighpriority forJefferson County
conservation. Workhasbeenunderway forseveral yearsonaproposed expansion oftheDabob
BayNatural Area. Several ofourtoppriorities forNCSconservation acreage arewithin the
proposed expansion boundary. Othernearby parcels would makegoodcandidates forfuture Trust
LandTransfers but, perDNRguidance, theboundary expansion would needtobeapproved before
areascanbenominated asanexpansion areaforTLT. Itshould benoted thatmuchofthe
proposed expansion areawasincluded intheDNRnominated carbon project sites.  Wewould like
tobegin theprocess nowofformally asking forDNRs approval oftheproposed boundary
expansion. Doing thisnowwillhelpasweplanthebestsequence ofstepsanddecide which tools
tousefordifferent parcels.   

TrustLandTransfer- Weareinterested insupporting projects fortheupcoming round andfor
subsequent rounds. Aspreviously noted, thereareseveral logical candidates intheproposed
Dabob Natural Areaexpansion area, buttheboundary expansion hastobedone before theparcels
canbeconsidered forTLT. There areotherparcel candidates where TLTorNCScouldbeused. This
isatopic thatwoulddefinitely benefit fromdiscussion withtheDNRteam.   

Hereareabout1500acresofparcels thathavebeen identified asnear- term candidates forTLT
withthemajority included forDabob Expansion:   

DNRParcelSys# Name Trust
6297 Eaton StateForestTransfer
6294 Eaton StateForestTransfer
6327 SilentLake StateForestTransfer (PartisinCurrentBoundary)  
6331 SilentLake StateForestTransfer (PartisinCurrentBoundary)  
6531 Duckabush Upper Common SchoolandIndemnity
116472 SilentLake - NEW Common SchoolandIndemnity
114283 TarbooEast StateForestTransfer

Reconveyance orCo-management lands- Wearealsointerested inreconveyance orco- 
management scenarios ofcertain DNRlandsnorthoftheHighway 104. These landshavebeen
identified asideal properties forJefferson County topotentially manage formultiple community
benefits onthecounty scale including recreation, low-intensity timber management through
uneven-agedselective timberharvesting, andencouraging ecological diversity inforests. Ourteam
hasidentified anddiscussed theseproperties asappropriate forcounty management inawin-win
because theyarelowerproductivity andmoredifficult forDNR operations, while theyareideal the
county tomanage with lower intensity community forest management models thatmeetmultiple
goals forthehigher density population centers nearby.   
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HerearetheparcelsthatwehaveidentifiedanddiscussedwithDNRregionalstaff:  

DNRParcelSys# Name Trust
6349 AndersonLake CommonSchoolandIndemnity
6247 BeaverValley CommonSchoolandIndemnity (goingtoSFTwithIntertrustX)  
6519 CapeGeorge CommonSchoolandIndemnity (goingtoSFTwithIntertrustX)  
6354 WestJacobMiller CommonSchoolandIndemnity (goingtoSFTwithIntertrustX)  
6253 TealLakeEast StateForestTransfer
6254 TealLakeWest StateForestTransfer
6261 TerminationPoint University - Original

Thankyouforconsidering ourplansandpriorities. We’veincludedtwomapimages (alsolinkedhere)  
thatillustrate theproposals outlined aboveaswellasparcelproposals thathavebeendiscussed
overthepastcoupleofyears. Welookforwardtoworking togetherandappreciate yourofferof
heightened collaboration. What’sournextstep?   

Thankyou,  

KateDean, DistrictNo. 1 HeidiEisenhour, DistrictNo. 2 GregBrotherton, Chair, DistrictNo. 3

CC:  ToddWelker, DNRStateUplands
MonaGriswold, DNR
DrewRosenbalm, DNROlympicRegion
BrianTurner, DNROlympicRegion
BobWinslow, DNR
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